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THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS (SI 


The British Journal of Pharmacology uses the symbols recommended in the SI 
(Systéme Internationale) (see Symbols, Signs and Abbreviations Recommended for 
British Scientific Publications (1969) (London: The Royal Society: price 35p.)). It 
is the policy of the Editorial Board to adopt SI units, although the use of certain 
non-SI units will for the time being be permitted. Full details of the changes in- 
volved will be published in a forthcoming “Instructions to Authors’’. The following 
is a list (a) of some of the commoner units with their recommended symbols, (b) of 
some non-SI units which may still be used, and (c) of units which will no longer be 
acceptable. 


(a) SI units with recommended symbols 
Unit Correct symbol 
kilogramme kg 
second, millisecond Ss ms 
mole, millimole, micromole, mol mmol pmol 
nanomole, picomole nmol pmol 
metre, centimetre, millimetre, mcm mm 
micrometre pm 
Hertz Hz 
(b) Some permitted non-SI units 
angstrom A(=10-m =0°1 nm) 
gramme g 
minute min 
hour h 
molarity (mol/litre) M 
calorie cal (4-184 J) (Conversion factor to 
be given as a footnote at first 
citation or in Methods) 
millimetres of mercury mmHg (1-333 mbar) (Conversion 
factor to be given as a footnote at 
first citation or in Methods) 
millibar mbar 
poise P 
curie Ci 
litre 1. (where there is danger of confusion 
between the numeral ‘1’ and the 
letter ‘I’, ‘litre’ should be written 
in full, and always at the end of a 
sentence) 
millilitre, microlitre ml yl 
degree Celsius << 
(c) Units no longer acceptable 
inch, foot, pound, pound per square inch, °F. 


Expressions such as cycles per second (c/s) will no longer be accepted. Frequencies 
should be expressed in the appropriate approved symbols: thus a stimulation fre- 
quency should be given in Hz (irregular or occasional events should be given per 
unit time, e.g. s-1, h-"). When there is more than one solidus in an expression, 
parentheses should be used to eliminate ambiguity, e.g. (mg/kg)/day. 
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——.,, inhibition of action by lithium ions, in the 
rat kidney and toad bladder, 223 

Anti-inflammatory component, of inflammation 
exudate, of irritancy from, 317 

Anxiety, effect of oxypertine in baboons, 348P 
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anticholinergic properties of, 344P 

Bromosulphthalein sodium, binding of, by human 
serum albumin using a continuous dia- 
filtration technique, 80 


Cc 


Calcium, action of ions in the anaphylactic 
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—_ by marihuana in food-deprived rats, 
4 
Carbachol, changes in body temperature produced 
by, injected into the cerebral ventricles of 
unanaesthetized cats, 634 
——, origin of the after-hyperpolarization that 
follows removal of, from the isolated superior 
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stimuli of guinea-pig atria, 689 

Cardiotoxicity, of tricyclic antidepressants, 371P 
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ventricles of unanaesthetized cats, 634 

Histamine, activation of anaphylactic release by 
___eacium and strontium ions, 326P 

-, alterations in metabolism after injections of 

sex hormones in mice, 517 

——., brain, possible role in behaviour, 462 

——.,, effect on rat ureter in vivo, 628 

, effect of phospholipids on anaphylactic 

release, 327P 

——., effects of infusion on hepatic blood volume 
in the anaesthetized cat, 177 

——. effects on transsinusoidal fluid filtration in 
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——, haemodynamic effects of—a non-invasive 
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cat, 177 

——, metabolism of amylobarbitone in patients 
with chronic disease of, 549 

(—)-LSD, alterations in the sleep/wakefulness 
cycle in rats after eseemeaanin compared 
with (+)-LSD, 354P 
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——, effect of previous environment on re- 
sponses to, 350P 

——, effect on rat ureter in vivo, 628 

——., effect on the cerebral contents of meta- 
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(Systéme Internationale) (see Symbols, Signs and Abbreviations Recommended for 
British Scientific Publications (1969) (London: The Royal Society: price 35p.)). It 
is the policy of the Editorial Board to adopt SI units, although the use of certain 
non-SI units will for the time being be permitted. Full details of the changes in- 
volved will be published in a forthcoming “Instructions to Authors’”’. The following 
is a list (a) of some of the commoner units with their recommended symbols, (b) of 
some non-SI units which may still be used, and (c) of units which will no longer be 
acceptable. 


(a) SI units with recommended symbols 

Unit Correct symbol 

kilogramme kg 

second, millisecond Ss ms 

mole, millimole, micromole, mol mmol pmol 

nanomole, picomole nmol pmol 

metre, centimetre, millimetre, mcm mm 

micrometre pm 

Hertz Hz 

(b) Some permitted non-SI units 

angstrém A(=10-m=0-1 nm) 

gramme g 

minute min 

hour h 

molarity (mol/litre) M 

calorie cal (4-184 J) (Conversion factor to 
be given as a footnote at first 
citation or in Methods) 

millimetres of mercury mmHg (1-333 mbar) (Conversion 
factor to be given as a footnote at 
first citation or in Methods) 

millibar mbar 

poise P 

curie Ci 

litre 1. (where there is danger of confusion 
between the numeral ‘1’ and the 
letter ‘I’, ‘litre’ should be written 
in full, and always at the end of a 
sentence) 

millilitre, microlitre ml pl 

degree Celsius ~~ 


(c) Units no longer acceptable 
inch, foot, pound, pound per square inch, °F, 


Expressions such as cycles per second (c/s) will no longer be accepted. Frequencies 
should be expressed in the appropriate approved symbols: thus a stimulation fre- 
quency should be given in Hz (irregular or occasional events should be given per 
unit time, e.g. s-?, h-"). When there is more than one solidus in an expression, 
parentheses should be used to eliminate ambiguity, e.g. (mg/kg)/day. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS (SID)! 


The British Journal of Pharmacology uses the symbols recommended in the SI 
(Systéme Internationale) (see Symbols, Signs and Abbreviations Recommended for 
British Scientific Publications (1969) (London: The Royal Society: price 35p.)). It 
is the policy of the Editorial Board to adopt SI units, although the use of certain 
non-SI units will for the time being be permitted. Full details of the changes in- 
volved will be published in a forthcoming “Instructions to Authors”. The following 
is a list (a) of some of the commoner units with their recommended symbols, (b) of 
some non-SI units which may still be used, and (c) of units which will no longer be 
acceptable. 


(a) SI units with recommended symbols 


Unit 

kilogramme 

second, millisecond 

mole, millimole, micromole, 
nanomole, picomole 

metre, centimetre, millimetre, 
micrometre 

Hertz 


(b) Some permitted non-SI units 


angstr6m 

gramme 

minute 

hour 

molarity (mol/litre) 
calorie 


millimetres of mercury 


millibar 
poise 
curie 
litre 


millilitre, microlitre 
degree Celsius 


Correct symbol 

kg 

s ms 

mol mmol pmol 
nmol pmol 
mcm mm 

pm 

Hz 


A(=10-"m=0-1 nm) 

8 . 

min 

h 

M 

cal (4184 J) (Conversion factor to 
be given as a footnote at first 
citation or in Methods) 

mmHg (1-333 mbar) (Conversion 
factor to be given as a footnote at 
first citation or in Methods) 

mbar 

P 

Ci 

1. (where there is danger of confusion 
between the numeral ‘1’ and the 
letter ‘I’, ‘litre’ should be written 
in full, and always at the end of a 
sentence) 

ml pl 

— 


(c) Units no longer acceptable 
inch, foot, pound, pound per square inch, °F. 


Expressions such as cycles per second (c/s) will no longer be accepted. Frequencies 
should be expressed in the appropriate approved symbols: thus a stimulation fre- 
quency should be given in Hz (irregular or occasional events should be given per 
unit time, e.g. s-1, h-"). When there is more than one solidus in an expression, 
parentheses should be used to eliminate ambiguity, e.g. (mg/kg)/day. 
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